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Commissioner  Lewis  Crampton 
Department  of  Community  Affairs 
Leverett  Saltonstall  Building 
100  Cambridge  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02202 

Subject:  Park  Plaza  Urban  Renewal  Project 

Dear  Commissioner  Crampton: 
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We  are  pleased  to  resubmit  the  Park  Plaza  Urban  Renewal  Plan 
with  Supporting  Documentation  for  the  Department's  approval 
pursuant  to  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chapter  121B,  Section  48. 

On  November  29,  1973,  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
authorized  resubmission  of  the  park  Plaza  Urban  Renewal  Plan  to 
the  State  Department  of  Community  Affairs,  a  copy  of  which  vote 
is  included. 

On  July  15,  1971,  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  approved 
an  Urban  Renewal  Plan  and  ratified  and  confirmed  its  findings  and 
determinations  of  October  14,  1965,  August  2,  1967,  and  June  18, 
1970,  for  the  Park  Plaza  Area. 


On  December  6,  1971,  after  a  public  hearing,  the  Boston  City 
Council  adopted  a  Resolution  approving  the  Plan,  which  vote  was 
approved  by  the  Mayor  on  December  22,  1971. 

On  December  16,  1971,  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
voted  to  approve  the  Park  Plaza  Urban  Renewal  Plan  including  the 
recommendations  made  by  the  Boston  City  Council. 

Three  copies  of  each  of  the  following  binders  are  transmitted 
herewith: 
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I.  Park  Plaza  Urban  Renewal  Plan 

The  Park  Plaza  Urban  Renewal  Plan,  as  approved  by  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  on  July  15,  1971,  by  the  City  Council  by 
the  Resolution  passed  on  December  6,  1971,  and  by  the  Mayor  of 
the  City  on  December  2,  1971. 

II.  Supporting  Documentation 

The  document  entitled  "Supporting  Documentation"  July  1971, 
revised  through  December  16,  1971,  has  been  updated,  amplified, 
duplicated  and/or  supplemented  by  more  recent  material  contained 
in  the  documents  listed  below  and  where  there  is  a  question  of 
interpretation,  the  more  recent  information  governs. 

III.  Project  Improvements  Report 

IV.  Project  Approvals  and  Cooperation  Agreement 

Resolution  approving  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan  adopted  by  the  City 
Council  after  due  notice  and  public  hearing  on  December  6,  1971, 
and  approved  by  the  Mayor  of  the  City  on  December  22,  1971  with 
attached  votes  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  dated 
December  16,  1971. 

Resolution  of  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  adopted  on 
October  14,  1965,  determining  that  the  Central  Business  District 
Project  Area  is  a  decadent,  blighted,  deteriorated  and  deteriorating 
area,  together  with  Certificate  of  Vote  and  copy  of  Notice  of  such 
determination  from  the  City  Record. 

Resolution  of  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  adopted  on 
August  2,  1967,  reaffirming  determination  of  October  14,  1965, 
with  Certificate  of  Vote. 

Resolution  of  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  adopted  on 
June  18,  1970,  determining  that  the  Park  Plaza  Urban  Renewal  Project 
Area  is  a  blighted  and  decadent  area,  with  Certificate  of  Vote. 

Resolution  of  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  adopted  on 
July  15,  1971,  approving  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan,  with  Certificate 
of  Vote. 
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Notice  of  Public  Hearing  held  by  the  City  Council  commencing 
September  21,  1971,  together  with  copy  of  affidavit  of  publication 
with  respect  thereto. 

Cooperation  Agreement  between  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority,  executed  on  January  6,  1972. 

Copy  of  City  Council  approved  Loan  Order,  in  the  amount  of 
$6,800,000. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  and  certified  vote  from  Robert  B.  Rettig, 
Executive  Director  of  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission,  dated 
December  20,  1972,  informing  the  Director  of  the  Authority  that  at 
a  meeting  held  on  December  19,  1972,  the  Commission  voted  to  waive 
the  requirement  of  formal  notice  for  the  public  hearings  held  by 
the  Boston  City  Council  in  1971  on  the  Park  Plaza  Urban  Renewal 
Project. 

V.  Building  Conditions  Reports 

A  binder  entitled  Building  Conditions  Report.   The  Binder  also 
contains  a  determination  of  each  building  warranting  clearance  to 
remove  blighting  influences  and  an  exposition  of  the  methodology 
and  chronology  of  the  various  surveys.   Included  in  the  binder  are 
two  maps,  one  of  which  is  entitled  "Building  Conditions",  which 
identifies  each  building,  its  classification,  and  tabulates  the 
conditions  determined  in  each  block  of  the  project  area.   The 
second  map  entitled  "The  Environmental  Deficiencies  and  Blighting 
Influences  Map"  denotes  substandard  and  obsolete  buildings, 
incompatible  uses,  major  street  improvements  and  buildings  not  to 
be  acquired.   Separately  bound  is  a  report  by  the  Charles  T.  Main, 
Inc.  on  the  structural  conditions  in  the  Stage  I  area  (Parcels  A, 
B,  C) .   This  report  is  based  on  surveys  in  the  Stage  I  area  conducted 
in  March  and  April  of  1973. 

VI.  Environmental  Impact  Report 

A  certified  vote  of  the  Authority  dated  June  8,  1973,  ratified 
and  reaffirmed  on  November  29,  1973,  determining  that  all  practicable 
means  and  measures  have  been  taken  and  are  being  utilized  to 
minimize  damage  to  the  environment. 
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A  certified  vote  of  the  Authority  dated  November  29,  1973, 
ratifying  and  reaffirming  its  June  8,  1973  approval  of  the  Park 
Plaza  Urban  Renewal  Project  Environmental  Impact  Report  and 
ratifying  and  reaffirming  its  findings  and  determination  of 
June  8,  1973  that  no  adverse  environmental  impact  of  major 
significance  will  result  from  the  implementation  of  the  Park 
Plaza  Urban  Renewal  Plan,  and  further  finding  that  all  feasible 
measures  have  been  taken  to  avoid  or  minimize  environmental 
impacts;  said  findings  and  determination  are  contained  in  their 
entirety  in  the  minutes  of  the  Authority's  meeting  of  June  8,  1973. 

VII.  Sound  Needs  of  the  Locality  Report 

A  Sound  Needs  of  the  Locality  Report  covering  other  concerns 
of  your  Department. 

VIII.  Financial  Plan 

The  following  documentation  expands  and  clarifies  the 
financial  plan  for  the  project: 

1.  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority's  Summary  and  Conclusions. 

2.  Financial  data  for  Stage  I,  Redevelopment  Parcels  A,  B, 
and  C. 

3.  Financial  and  Relocation  data  for  Stage  II,  Redevelopment 
Parcels  D  and  E. 

4.  Redeveloper' s  Statement  for  Public  Disclosure. 

5.  Statement  on  qualifications  and  financial  ability  of 
Boston  Urban  Associates. 

6.  Opinions  on  bonding  from  Bingham,  Dana  and  Gould,  and 
Goulston  &  Storrs. 

7.  Letters  of  Interest  from  financial  institutions. 
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8.   Market  Reports  -  Luxury  Housing  Opportunities,  Retail  #ji 

Opportunities,  Proposed  Park  Plaza  Hotel.  -\fj^ 

Enclosed  is  the  Park  Plaza  Public  Costs  and  Tax  Revenue 
Benefits  analysis  to  the  City  of  Boston  dated  July,  1973,  prepared 
by  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  Research  Department. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2011  with  funding  from 

Boston  Public  Library 


http://www.archive.org/details/waterdistributioOOcamp 


IX.  Letter  of  Intent  and  Supplementary  Agreement  to  the  Letter 
of  Intent,  both  dated  June  12,  1973. 

X.  Relocation 

A  reference  copy  of  the  request  submitted  to  the  Bureau  of 
Relocation  of  the  Department  of  Community  Affairs  on  December  3, 
1973,  for  qualification  of  the  BRA  to  carry  out  the  relocation 
program  under  the  proposed  relocation  plan. 

Included  herewith  for  information  purposes  is  a  copy  of  the 
Relocation  Plan.   We  have  recently  notified  area  residents  and 
businesses  of  the  availability  of  the  Relocation  Plan  for  their 
review  and  comments.   We  will,  in  the  near  future,  submit  the 
Relocation  Plan  to  the  Bureau  of  Relocation  of  the  Department 
of  Community  Affairs. 

XI.  Project  Work  Program 

A  certified  vote  of  the  Authority  dated  November  29,  1973 
ratifying  and  reaffirming  its  August  9,  1973  approval  of  the 
"Park  Plaza  Urban  Renewal  Project  Work  Program". 

XII.  Supplement  to  the  Restated  Letter  of  Intent  and  Supplemental 
Agreement 

A  December  3,  1973  Supplement  to  the  restated  Letter  of  Intent 
and  Supplemental  Agreement,  both  dated  June  12,  1973. 

In  accordance  with  Section  48  of  Chapter  121B  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Laws,  we  hereby  request  that  the  Department 
of  Community  Affairs  conduct  a  public  hearing  on  the  resubmission; 
said  hearing  to  be  held  as  a  legislative  type  hearing,  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  Department  would  not  require  the  presentation 
of  previously  submitted  information  which  is  unchanged  and  which 
could  be  simply  incorporated  by  reference.   This  would  mean  that 
only  new  information  would  be  presented,  and  presentations  made 
at  the  last  public  hearing  would  not  have  to  be  duplicated. 

Without  conceding  that  Chapter  781  of  the  Acts  of  1972  applies 
with  respect  to  this  submission,  we  are  hereby  requesting  that  the 
Department  make  the  finding  called  for  in  the  aforementioned 
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Chapter  of  the  General  Laws.   Further,  we  request  that  the 

Department  approve  the  Plan  and  make  the  findings  and  determinations 

with  respect  thereto  required  pursuant  to  Chapter  121B  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Laws. 


Sincerely, 


Mori 

lo£Jert   T.    Kenney 

Director 


Enclosures 


